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Districts Work Together to Provide a Range and Wildlife 

Specialist for Johnson County 
 The Powder River Conservation District and the Lake DeSmet Conservation District would like 

to introduce their new Range and Wildlife specialist Reese Irvine. Reese grew up in Lander, WY where 

he was heavily involved in 4-H and FFA.  He attended Laramie County Community College where he 

studied Ag Production and Ag Economics. Reese then transferred to the Uni-

versity of Wyoming and received his Bachelors of Science in Range Manage-

ment with minors in Reclamation as well as Farm and Ranch Management. 

Prior to moving to Buffalo, Reese spent three years as a Range Technician for 

Grand Teton National Park.  His new position is a cooperative effort between 

the two Districts, multiple agencies and non-profit organizations to help ad-

minister NRCS programs and funds through the Sage Grouse Initiative. Reese 

has strong ties to agriculture through family and friends. He enjoys hunting 

and fishing as well as leather work and saddle making.  Reese is excited for his 

new position and to work with area producers to improve sage grouse habitat through healthy range-

lands.  Reese can be contacted in the Buffalo office at 684-2526 ext. 118  
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PRCD Offering Cost Share Programs 
 

 The PRCD is offering two Cost Share Programs: the first is for large rural projects that 

make a positive difference on the land. This is a cost share program where the PRCD matches 

50% up to $5000, on a reimbursement basis.  Projects will be reviewed by staff, then must be 

approved by the PRCD board before they are initiated. Some examples of projects that qualify 

under this program are: Solar pumping units, fencing for implementing rotational grazing sys-

tems on pastures, or fencing riparian areas to reduce impacts of livestock grazing. 

 

 The second cost share program provides incentive for residents and businesses to con-

serve soil, water and energy.  The program also encourages beautification of the landscape. This 

program matches 50% up to $1000, on a reimbursement basis. Some examples of projects that 

qualify under this program are: planting trees and shrubs, xeriscaping to replace traditional 

lawns, and installation of efficient drip systems for trees and shrubs. 

 

 For more information on these cost share programs or for an application please contact 

the PRCD office at (307) 738-2321 or stop by the office at 350 Nolan Avenue, Kaycee, WY. 

Tree Sales 
 

 

The Powder River Conservation District is taking 

orders for trees. 
Tree orders will be accepted until Friday, March 30, 2012. 

The PRCD has available large stock trees, shrubs, fruit 

trees, and seedling trees. A full list of trees can be ob-

tained from the PRCD. Orders are subject to availability 

as some types of trees sell out faster then others.  

In order to purchase seedling trees you must own at least 

2 acres of land. They come in bundles of 25 or 30 each. 

Please contact the PRCD as soon as possible if you are interested in ordering 

trees. 
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Water Quality Facts of the Powder River Watershed 
 

Selenium, a metal or that is found natural in our earth’s surface is essential for all life in small amounts. 

However, if excessive quantities are consumed it can be toxic and can cause reduced reproductive per-

formance and blind staggers in  animals. In humans consuming excessive quantities of Selenium for 

over a long period of time could lead to hair or fingernail loss, numbness in fingers and toes, or prob-

lems with circulation. 

 

Selenium Concentrations by Stream for the sampling period of January 2010 to October 2011: 

 The sampling site on the South Fork of Powder River saw selenium concentrations ranging from 

below the detection limit of 5 µg/L to 37µg/L. The highest total selenium concentration was measured in 

May 2011. There are two sampling sites on Murphy Creek. The first site is located near the Murphy 

Creek Bridge on the TTT Rd. This site saw concentrations varying from below the detection limit to 20 

µg/L. The other site located near the Murphy Creek Bridge on Old US Highway 87 had concentrations 

that were below the detection limit in approximately 23 % of the samples collected. A maximum total 

selenium concentration of 23 µg/L was measure in September of 2010. The Willow Creek site measured 

below the total selenium detection limit in approximately half of the 22 samples collected. The highest 

concentration of 10 µg/L was measure in May of 2010. Overall, selenium concentrations continue to 

frequently exceed the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ) water quality standard 

of 5 µg/L. Similar to previous results, there are no apparent correlations between selenium and field pa-

rameters and additional water quality constituents. 

 

Murphy Creek Use Attainability Analysis (UAA) Update 

 The PRCD completed an assessment of the Murphy Creek watershed in 2009 and found that the 

selenium in this watershed is naturally occurring and not attributable to human activities. Following this 

assessment the District submitted a UAA Petition to the WDEQ requesting site specific selenium criteria 

on Murphy Creek in June of 2010.The WDEQ reviewed the petition and requested additional informa-

tion on the bentonite mines and oil wells in the watershed, livestock grazing impacts, and additional wa-

ter quality analysis. In addition, the WDEQ toured the watershed in June 2011 and concurred with the 

preliminary findings. The most recent conversation with the WDEQ (January 2012) indicated that the 

EPA is in the process of reviewing the petition and developing site specific selenium criteria for Murphy 

Creek. 

 

Arsenic in the Powder River Watershed 

 In January 2012, the WDEQ published the Draft 2012 Integrated 305(b) and 303(d) Report. The 

report indicated that arsenic concentrations in the Powder River exceeded the total arsenic criterion pro-

tection of drinking water use between the USGS sampling site near Sussex downstream to the Arvada 

USGS gauging station. Based on these results the Powder River from the confluence with Salt Creek 

downstream to the confluence with Soldier Creek was added to the 303(d) list of impairments. 

 The WDEQ surface water quality drinking standard for arsenic in water sources with a drinking 

water use is 10 µg/L. In 2009 the USGS gauging station at Sussex measure an arsenic concentration of 

270 µg/L. Although the source of the arsenic is unknown, the WDEQ indicated that Salt Creek is a big 

contributor. 

 Arsenic is a naturally occurring trace element found in the Earth’s crust and can be released into 

the environment through natural or human activities. Arsenic is a health concern because it can cause 

thickening and discoloration of the skin, stomach pain, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea; numbness in  hands 

and feet; partial paralysis; and blindness. Arsenic has also been linked to several types of cancer includ-

ing bladder, lung, skin, kidney, liver, and prostate. 
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PLANT FACTS 

Common Name: Serviceberry (juneberry) 

Species: Amelanchier alinifolia  

Life Span: Perennial 

Origin: Native 

Season: Cool 
 

Growth Form: Shrub or small tree (to 6 m tall); trunks single or 

clustered with branches near the base; flowers April to June, fruit 

matures in July and August, reproduces from seeds and stolons, 

forming colonies. 
 

Vegetative Characteristics:  

 Leaves: alternate, simple, blades oval or oblong, teeth often only above the middle, 

main lateral veins entering the teeth. 

 Stems: young twigs silky-pubescent, becoming glabrate or glabrous and reddish-brown 

to grayish, rigid. 
 

Floral and Fruit Characteristics:  

 Inflorescences: racemes; widely ovate, erect 

 Flowers: perfect, regular, white 

 Fruits: berry-like pomes, fleshy, reddish to purplish-black, 3-to-6 seeded 

 Other: flowers are ill-scented. 
 

Historic, Food and Medicinal Uses: fresh fruit is dry, mealy, and not very palatable; fruit can 

be used to make jams, pies, and wines; American Indians used stems for arrow shafts and tepee 

stakes. 
 

Livestock Losses: none 
 

Forage Value: young growth is fair to good for livestock, excellent browse for deer and moos; 

fruit is an important food for chipmunks, squirrels, black bears, and birds; bark is eaten by bea-

vers and marmots. 
 

Habitat: brushy hillsides, open woods, canyons, and creek banks. 
 

**sited from North American Range Plants, Fifth Edition, Stubbendieck, Hatch, Butterfield.** 

Rain Barrel Sales 
  Have you ever considered using a rain barrel to water your gar-

den? The Powder River Conservation District may be able to help.  Using a rain 

barrel is a great way to store water from rain and snow events.  The water can 

then be used to water plants and gardens.  It also benefits water quality by reduc-

ing the amount of run-off, which picks up pollutants on the ground and carries 

them to streams.  The PRCD has begun to sell rain barrels at the significantly 

reduced price of $55 per barrel. Order forms are available at the PRCD office.  

 If you have an interest in using rain barrels please contact the District at 

738-2321 or by email at anita.bartlett@wy.nacdnet.net  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chrysothamnus_nauseosus_7991.jpg
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FREE WILDLIFE ESCAPE RAMPS FOR  

STOCK WATER TANKS 
 

WE HAVE TWO TYPES OF RAMPS AVAILABLE: EXPANDED 

METAL AND FIBERGLASS. PLEASE CONTACT US AT 738-2321 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PLACING THE RAMPS IN YOUR 

STOCK TANKS. 
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